
news briefs 

Town hall meeting 
The Ludwigsburg-Kornwest-

heim Mihtary Subcommunity 
Town Hall Meeting will be held 
Monday Aug. 7, at 7 p.m. in the 
Paiionville Theater. For informa-
twn, call 428-2752/2373. 

Child care program 
Effective Aug. 1, the Grenadier 

Oii ld Development Center will 
Isegin providing fifteen percent of 
15 total capacity for hourly child 

care. 
The 8 a.m.-5 p.m. service will be 

available for children ages 6 weeks 
10 12 years, and will primarily be 
for the use of parent medical ap­
pointments or other emergencies 
*here care could not have been 
arranged in advance, with the ex­
ception of parents who do regular­
ly scheduled volunteer work. 

An hourly fee wil l be payable at 
the time of service. Parents must 
be registered with USAREUR 
CDS. For information, call 420-
6346. 

Upcoming NEOEX 
DoDDs employees, contract 

employees, U.S. employees of 
DoD, military spouses, and other 
residents of GSMC are all required 
10 attend the GSMC Noncombat-
ant Evacuation Operation Exercise 
(NEOEX) on the following dates: 
Aug. 2-3 at Ludwigsbui^Komwes-
iheim; Aug. 4 at Vaihingen; Aug. 
11 at Moehringen/Degerloch; Aug. 
16 at Boeblingen/Sindelfmgen; 
Aug. 23-24 at Nellingen/Esslingen-
/Echterdingen; and Aug. 30 at Bad 
Cannstatl/ZufTenhausen. 

Passport change 
The TASO Passport Section at 

Kelley Barracks is temporarily 
closed due to photo lab repairs. 
The facility is still open for other 
business. Those requiring pass­
ports are asked to call the Patch 
photo lab at 430-5177/144. The fa­
cility is located in bldg. 2303 and 
is open Monday through Friday 
from I p.m. to 4 p.m. for walk-ins. 

IG visit 
A Department of the Army In­

spection General team will visit 
the GSMC today and wil l conduct 
three open sessions/seminars. 
They are: 

8 a.m. to 10 a.in. IG Action Re­
quest Session, open to those sol­
diers who are interested. 

7 p.in. to 8 p.in. Family Member 
Session (officer) 

8 p.in. to 9 p.m. Familv Member 
Session (enlisted) of which mil i­
tary members may accompany 
their respective family members. 

All sessions will take place at the 
Robinson Barracks Chapel Annex, 
bldg. 118. 

For information, call Cpt. 
Schute at 420-6448/7163. 
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Getting your goat 
photo by Tefesa A. Luis 

Eliso Edwards, 3, feeds a goat at Tripsdrill Amusement Park's petting zoo. Elise, the daughter of 1st Lt. Mike 
Edwards, Flak Kaserne, and mother Luis, accompanied 28 other mothers and their children on a recent trip 
sponsored by ACS's Mothers' Support Group, BC/Z division. The Mothers' Support Group is just one of many 
programs run by ACS, currently celebrating 24 years of service to the Army. The group enables mothers to get 
out of the house with their young children in town. 

GRHP proves benificial to home-seekers 
Housing official states initiative nears '89 goal 
by Steve Snyder 
Stuttgart Citizen staff 

"The Government Rental Housing 
Program (GRHP) is alive and well," and 
exceeding even the high hopes held for it, 
according to Sandy Brown, deputy chief 
of housing for GSMC. 

According to statistics released by 
GSMC's Housing Referral Office 
(HRO), there have been 83 leases signed 
since GRHP*s inception on March I . 
HRO currently lists 17 anticipated sign-
ings while another 18 are in the process 
of being negotiated. "The program had a 
quota of 103 allocations by the end of 
FY 1989," Brown said. With 83 already 
in the bag, she anticipates having to "ask 
VI I Corps to extend more quotas" for 
GSMC. 

That's good news in what traditionally 
has been a bleak market for housing in 
GSMC. 

The Government Rental Housing Pro­
gram entails a soldier finding a housing 
unit in which he wishes to live in for his 
entire tour. He then has HRO negotiate a 
long-term lease before moving mto the 
unit. The housing automatically becomes 
a government-leased unit. The soldier 
forfeits his entitlements to BAQ and 
OHA to pay rent, utilities and mainte­

nance during his tour. Additionally, the 
soldier must agree to spend his entire 
tour in the unit while losing eligibility for 
government housing elsewhere. 

Soldiers taking advantage of the pro­
gram do not have to worry about moving 
later and don't have landlord problems 
because thegovemment is, in effect, the 
landlord. They are, furthermore, im­
mune to market fluctuations between the 
dollar and deutsche mark. 

Landlords make out, too. Under 
GRHP, their maintenance costs are 
bound to decrease, their unit's vacancy 
rate should decline and they won't suffer 
from lardy or non-existent rent collec­
tions. 

"At first, landlords were reluctant (to 
use the program) because it was some­
thing new," Brown noted. But their hesi-
tance was overcome. "There was reluc­
tance from the HRO staff, too," Brown 
said, adding that "there's more to the 
program than promoting leases." Staffers 
must negotiate with landlords over the 
rental price and insure that a built-in 
kitchen, light fixtures and curtain rods 
come with the package. 

"There are no dumps under GRHP," 
Brown said. "We insure that apartments 
are brought up to standard." 

Brown says that HRO gives "landlords 
six months advance reiUc*— including all 
estimated bills for heat, water, electrici­

ty, trash disposal, everything . . . At the 
end of the year, when meter readings 
come in, the landlord (rc)ncgotiatcs with 
HRO to reconcile the bills." 

HRO is "trying to gel fixed rental 
prices" from landlords, Brown said, but 
they are hesitant to commit themselves. 
The program hasn't been operating long 
enough to determine whether many land­
lords wil l attempt to gouge out exorbi­
tant expenses from HRO. 

Soldiers are protected, too. They can­
not enter the program i f the rent exceeds 
their housing allowance. GRHP won't 
pick up additional expenses or encourage 
soldiers to spend money out of their 
pocket. 

"The problem with GRHP is that it 
still can't accomodate everyone who 
wants to get in on it, especially lower-
ranking soldiers who don't have much of 
a housing allowance," Brown admitted, 
due to the tight market in Stuttgart. Still, 
soldiers who already hold leases are eligi­
ble to convert their private lease into a 
GRHP contract. 

People currently in the program "are 
very happy — they have no complaints 
whatsoever," Brown concluded. 

There are GRHP specialists in each 
HRO office, to include Ludendorf, Pan­
zer, Nellingen, and RB. The central of­
fice is located on Robinson Barracks and 
the phone number is 420-7090. 


